Merion Park Civic Association – Board of Director’s Meeting

January 14, 2010
Attendees: Diane Actman, Zachary Weiss,  Ralph Grasso,  Lisa Getson, Eric Matthews, Alane Beam, Ken Naylor, Bruce Reed, Officer Lane, Lori Salganicoff (Lower Merion Conservancy), Miriam Shapiro.
Lisa called the meeting to order.  December Minutes were approved.
Officer Lane, LM Police Dept.
Burglaries – There were some additional Bala Cynwyd home burglaries and one on Hamilton Rd.  There has been one arrest and some suspects identified.  These are daytime burglaries, when people are away at work.  Rec., be sure to lock all windows and doors and report any suspicious activities.

Alane reported that Aqua has blocked Shiller Ave with trucks and workers cars causing a potential traffic hazard.  The Officer will look into it.  

LMPD has a system of Public Safety alerts (www.nixle.com). 
Bruce Reed – Township Report
Refuse and Recycling – We requested that the township put recycling containers in the park.  Bruce said this was a staffing issue given shortage of Parks personnel.  There is also a problem with people putting household garbage in park containers.  Bruce said to notify him if any issues with the new curbside pickups.  Zach rec. that the LM give out a second recycling can for paper and cardboard.  Bruce said they are available.
2.7% tax increase this year or about $38/household.

O’Neil properties – Slowdown in Rock Hill Rd. development.

Financing costs remain low.  Ludington library costs down from $11M to $9M.  LM will come out with a new bond issue soon.

Intersection projects underway on Ardmore Ave and Belmont Ave.

Lori Salganicoff, Lower Merion Conservancy
LM Conservancy’s mission is to preserve open space and waterways and retain historic buildings and areas.  One method of historic preservation is by creating Historic Districts.  An example is the Haverford Historic district, which was created to prevent homes from being demolished for new development.  There are currently 6 Historic Districts in LM.  The LM Conservancy has funding to work with communities to create new districts and they are currently working on two additional districts.  
Merion Park was originally part of the Belmont Driving Club founded in 1891.  The club was sold in 1924 and the original clubhouse was divided into two houses and they are both listed as township historic sites.  Albrecht’s building is not listed as a historic site.  The Friend’s Meeting House and the General Wayne Inn are protected as a Historic District.  The issue to discuss in the future is whether the whole of Merion Park would qualify as a Historic district and whether designation would be desirable.
A recommendation was made to put a State Historic Marker in Merion Park about the encampment of Washington’s troops or the Belmont Driving Club.  A motion was made and approved to cover the potential $900 cost of erecting the historical marker.  Lori will research putting up the marker.

The Federation of LM Civics requested that we approve a Resolution Opposing changes to the township noise ordinance.
Next monthly meeting we will stuff and send out the dues notices.

Meeting Adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,   Zachary Weiss
